DELRAY BEACH TURNS. 100 THIS SUNDAY

A 20TH.CENTURY SPITFIRE

If you think Ijelrayr Beach is the hippest town in Palm Beach County,
thank this woman: Ethel Sterfing Williams

JAN TUCKWOOD thing here,” Ethel recalled
‘Palm Beack Post Staff Witer in the 1970s, “But my .
She had a twinkle in father told her, ‘Tts up to
her eye in 1909, when this u whether she ever sees,
portrait was taken —and  hears or knows arqu‘rl‘m‘n%I
that spglrklewas % here. My me%tlfler dﬁea er
of Ethel Sterling’s eyes, squared her shoul- 4
demeanor. ders and never faltered
Ethel arrived in Delray from that time on.”
Beach in 1896, when she - And, oh, boy — Ethel
- was 5. When sheand her  saw, heard and learned '
muther. =1 a few things in Delray
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Ethel was ‘a renaissance, woman who wielded a strong fist Insldp a white glove.’ - Grandson WILLIAM STERLING WILLIAMS, a local lawyer

*4D  THEPALM BEACHPOST

FRIDAY, GCTOBER 7, 2011

She fought to preserve
charm of Delray Beach

Ethel Sterling
_ 'She was an independent

P> DELRAY from 1D :
railroad south to find his for- '
tune. First, he helped to turn an |
unforgiving wilderness into a |
thriving little town. .
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sary to supply dr_-,rgmdstulucal |
ioneers and trade with
Hewasa sur:cess- olde-cutte
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who, at one time, owned much of ‘one she would not ahiﬂe, He '
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local resident and author Robert And she was feisty —at a Association
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local lawyer. When Henry Ford She decided "T had enough of
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ducing cars, Ster: Ethels second husband, Dr.
ling wanted to start William C. Williams, was chief
a rubber plantation  of staff at St. Mary’s Hospital
west of Delray in West Palm Beach and on the
Beach to make staff of Pine Ridge Hospital,
tires, one of the few  which served the black commu-
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istorian and leader who was debt to Ethel Sterling Williams, man so hed know where to
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Beachk "village by the sea” that twinkle in her eye. — ETHEL STERLING WEH#HS' oral
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resident of the Delray Beach in the park commemorating Faces —
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their lives," writes Ganger, Jbut
that is what is to be expected in
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